Aprll1,2007
DearBrothers,
We are writing to you out of our deepconcernfor you brothersbecauseof the greatresponsibility
you bearbeforethe Lord. We have greataffectionfor you in the Lord born out of our servicewith
you over the past thirty years.Becauseof this extensiverecord,we are all the more heartbrokenby
your recentactionsthat threatento alter the churchin Toronto's standing.Your by-lawsviolate the
proper standingof a genuinelocal church.If we follow them we will lose our standingas a proper
local expression
of the oneBody of Christin Toronto.Your attemptsto imposea humanorganization
on the saintsare sectarianand as such compelus to separateand disassociate
ourselvesfrom you.
Pleasereadthis letterin conjunctionwith the enclosed"Declarationand Clarification."
Brothers,we arenot cuttingoff fellowshipwith any of the believersin Toronto,otherthanthosesuch
as Nigel Tomeswho havebeenproperlyquarantinedfor divisive activities.We are not abandoning
the propergroundof the church,nor are we resigningfrom the eldershipor from membershipin the
church'scorporation.Rather,we are compelledas a matterof conscience
in the light of the Word of
God to disassociate
ourselvesfrom you and your party in orderto preserveand maintainthe church
in Torontoin a properstandingin the onenessof the Body of Christ.Your deviationsfrom the truth
of the Scriptures,your departurefrom the historic roots of the church in Toronto, and the
unprecedented
stepsyou have taken to changethe church's administrationand standingare all
sectarian.
A genuinelocal church, although administratedlocally in local affairs, must maintain a good
fellowshipwith all the local churches.Ephesians2:2i showsthe universalside of the churchas the
Body of Christ; the following verseshowsthe local side.Thesetwo must be joined together.The
local sidecannotbe separated
or isolatedfrom the universalside.The churchin Torontoenjoyedthe
sweetfellowshipof the churchesfor decades,
but in recentyearsyou haveincreasinglyseparated
and
isolatedthe churchhere from the commonfellowshipamongthe churches.Apart from the general
fellowshipof all the churchesthereis no way for a local churchto be in the reality of the Body of
Christ. By rejecting this fellowship you have greatly damagedthe church in Toronto and, if
your effortswill destroythe churchin this city. This we cannotallow.
unchecked,
"Thelocal churchesshouldfellowshipwith all thegenuinelocal churcheson the wholeearth
to keepthe universalfellowship of the Body of Christ.Any local church that doesnot keep
this universalfellowship of theBody of Christ is divisiveand becomesa local sect.Somesocalled local churchesare not genuine and have becomedivisions; we do not need to
"'(A Brief Presentation
of the Lord's Recovery,WitnessLee,
fellowshipwithsuch'churches
p.44).
An unscriptural
claim of autonomyhasbeenusedto rejectthe ministryand leadership
in the Lord's
recovery.You haveassertedyour own authorityto nameapostlesfor the church.This is againstboth
the Bible (1 Cor. l:12-13 3:4, 22; Eph. 4:ll-12) and the ministryof WatchmanNee and Witness
Lee. Brothers,you have clearly insistedthat the church here is independentand autonomous;you
havealso openlyportrayedthe fellowshipof the other local churchesand the co-workersas outside
interference.
In so doing,you yourselveshaveabandoned
the properstandofa local churchand lost
any groundto exerciseleadershipin a local church.
"Somemay have the attitude that their locol church is independentand autonomousand
should not be inter"feredwith. This is localism.An indepenclent
local church is actually a
"
(The
localsect
Constitution
andBuildineUp of the Body of Chnst,WitnessLee,p. 96).

In addition, you brothers formed a party in the eldershipby excluding us from the practical
fellowshipof the elders.The term "functionaleldership"hasbeenusedto indicateto othersthatwe
are indeedexcludedfrom the eldership.You havecreatedpartiesin the churchby publicly labelling
membersof the churchas contentious
and "LSM-aligned"because
they havevoicedconcernsover
decisionsyou havemadewhich takethe churchin a sectariandirection.
Your public rejectionof the warningletter and quarantinedishonoursthe word of the many genuine
local churchesaroundthe globe that testifiedto the damagecausedin their localitiesby Titus Chu,
his ministry, and some of his co-workers.Your rejection impugned the integrity of numerous
brothersby discountingtheir fellowship,the letterof warning,and the quarantineissuedby the coworkers in responseto the churches.You further cast doubts on their honestyand characterby
publicly ascribingto thembasemotives,suchasjealousyand ambition,withoutjustification.
You rejectedthe testimoniesof the churchesandmanybrotherswithout fellowshipwith the affected
churchesor brothers.In this, you brothershave deparledfrom our earlier practice of the truth
regardingquarantine.When a divisive worker was quarantinedby the churchin Torontoin the early
1990s,we fully expectedthat the other local churcheswould honourour quarantinewithout further
local investigation.Someof you signedlettersdefendingthis truth concerningactionsin the one
Body, callingthe response
of anotherchurch"sectarian"becauseit did not honourour quarantine.
Yet you havenow wantonlyrejectedthe quarantineof hundredsof churchesand co-workers!Surely
this is againstthe practiceof the churchesin oneBody and is, therefore,sectarian.
The quarantineof Titus Chu was not issuedhastilyor for the reasonssomeof you like to ascribeto it.
For many yearsvariousco-workers,includingWitnessLee, tried to help Titus Chu takethe blended
way, the way of the Body, andto helphim overcomehis work of isolation.Sadly,theseeffortsfailed.
We remainedopen to Titus for many yearsdespitemisgivings,but when we becameawareof the
damagehis ministry had causedto so many other churchesaroundthe globe,we realizedthat we
must standwith the quarantine.The problemscausedby Titus Chu were not merelylocal issuesbut
affectedmany churchesin many places,and it was thusnot appropriatefor the churchin Torontoto
perform its own local evaluationof the quarantine.In fact, it was beyond our ability to do so.
Furthermore,the disingenuous
processyou pursuedover our protestsdid not addressthe real issues
in the co-workers'letterof waming. By your actionsand your "Determination,"you furtherisolated
the church in Toronto from the fellowshipof the churchesand have createda greatoffenceto the
Body.
You have provided Nigel Tomes with a platform to impugn the motives of faithful saintsand
threatenthem with discipline,as well as to attack both the co-workersand the teachingin the
ministry in the Lord's recovery.Brothers,you becamehis accomplicesin spreadingdisinformation
and impropertwistingof wordsthroughoutthe whole earth.He remainsherean elderanda worker in
Toronto without censurefor his divisive work while you, his fellow elders,also threatenchurch
discipline and expulsionto any who disagreewith you, him, or Titus Chu. You maintain this
situationeventhoughNigel Tomeshas been quarantinedby the co-workersand hundredsof local
churches.
Your condemnationof co-workersin the Lord's recoveryand Living StreamMinistry GSM)blamingthe co-workersand LSM for troublescausedby your own actions,demandingto censorthe
video trainings,preventingthe videosfrom beingviewedin the meetinghalls,denigratingthosewho
wish to attendthe conferencesand trainingsgiven by the co-workersor to receivematerialsffom
LSM, and inspiring an atmosphereof distrust of the co-workers and LSM through rumours,
innuendoes,
and falseaccusations-isa rejectionof the leadershipof the ministry in the Lord's

recoveryandthe faithful servicethat suppliesthe ministryto all the churches.Brothers,the churchin
Torontowas establishedthroughthis ministry and has beennourishedand cherishedby it sinceits
inception.It is shamefulthat you have chosento demonizethe many faithful brotherswho are
labouringto continuethe very ministry so crucial to the founding and fosteringof the church in
Toronto.
The churchin Torontobeganto havethe Lord's tablemeetingin the summerof 1968followinga
May 1968 conferencegiven in Toronto by Brother WitnessLee. Brother Lee continuedto visit
Torontoto give conferences
at leastonce a year for the next severalyears.In addition,someof his
co-workerscamehere to fellowship and give conferences.
We were here in thoseearly yearsand
attendedmany conferences
with BrotherLee and his co-workers.We know, as do someof you, that
the churchherewas foundedandnourishedthroughthe ministryof WitnessLee, not that of another.
For many yearsthe churchin Torontojoyfully participatedin the conferences
and trainingsgivenby
WitnessLee and his co-workers.Many saintsattendedandmanymore receivedthe ministrythrough
the videos.We enjoyeda rich supply from the ministry station,the internationalconferencesand
trainings,and the printedmaterialpublishedby LSM. Now you haverejectedthe "sevenfeasts"and
the video trainings,insteadembracingthe quarantinedministry of Titus Chu. You are leadingthe
saintsto follow a man,Titus Chu, who is doing his own independent,
divisive work and who uses
Nigel Tomes,one of the currenteldersin Toronto,ashis mouthpiece.This is more than sectarian.
The leadershipof the churchin Torontohashistoricallyled the churchin the way of the fellowship
of the churchesand with the co-workers.Many of you were involvedin the eldershipfor yearsand
know how the brothers,especiallythose who took the lead in the early years, relied upon this
fellowship.We shouldstill follow this example.Yet it is this patternof fellowshipthat you brothers
now reject.
The local churcheshavealwaysbeenadministeredin their local mattersby elders.This is according
to the New Testamentpatternand the clearwords of the Bible concerningchurchgovemance(Titus
1:5;Acts 14:23;20:77,28).To carefor the interestsof the saintsand the church,we formeda non
profit corporation,which accordingto the law must have directors.However,your by-laws elevate
the directorsof the corporationover the eldership.Under your by-laws the directorscan summarily
suspendan elder indefinitelywithout recourseand can effectivelyovemrle decisionsmadeby the
eldersby refusingto ratifo them.Under your by-lawslocal elderscan formally designate"apostles,"
contraryto the truth that apostleshipis an office in the universalchurch.Under your by-laws the
directorscan exercisestrong discipline over the saints.Thus, under your by-laws the temporal,
secularoffice of directorhasbeenelevatedover the eldership,and the eldershavebeenmadesubject
to the directors,effectivelyestablishinga hierarchywith the directorson the top tier. Throughthese
provisionsand othersyour by-laws transmutethe proper and spiritualadministrationof the church
into a humanand secularorganization.
This is not accordingto the Scripturesand is sectarian.
"The Bible has decreedall institutions of the church in a clear way already. We must never
have any decrees,whether they are creeds,constitutions,rules, charters, or ordinances
outsidethe Bible, no matterhow scriptural they may appear.Otherwise,we will becomea
sectright away" (TheCollectedWorksof WatchmanNee, vol.7, pp. I I 16-1117).
By placing the directors-electedofficials establishedby secularauthority-over the God-ordained
eldership,you have given the directorsextra-biblicalpower over the eldersand the saints.We are
perplexedas to how you brothers,whom we haveknown andlabouredwith for so manyyears,could
so easilyexercisesuchunscripturalauthorityand assertyour rule over the saintsandthe church.This
abuseof authorityis asugly as it is divisiveandsectarian.

Many of the saints have been intimidated by the threats of church discipline you have made against
those who disagree with your sectarian direction and your abusive actions in the name of your
claimed authority as directors and elders. If they do not obey your edicts, they face your threats of
removal. While you insist that others obey you as the local authorities,you reject the authority of the
ones the Lord has raised up to take the lead in the ministry in His recovery. The quarantine of Titus
Chu was not a local matter, yet you have treated it as such. You have made obedience to yourselves
the ground of the church. Your actions betray your claims to authority; your exercise of control is not
the biblical, shepherdingeldershipof a local church (1 Pet. 5:1-3).
Dear brothers, you have changed the nature of the administration of the church in Toronto into a
sectarianhierarchy. The by-laws you have promoted are incompatible with the administration and the
proper ground of a genuine local church. We cannot participate in such a deviation. We are not
resigning from the eldership of the legitimate local church in Toronto, but we refuse to go the
sectarianway you are taking.
"For ourselves,we cannotjoin any sect or remain in one,for our church connection can only
be on local ground... " (The CollectedWorks of WatchmanNee, vol. 30, p. 87).
Brothers, we beg you to reconsider your actions and their consequences.We ask you to remember
the wonderful fellowship we have enjoyed personally and corporately for so many years and your
own joy at discovering the glorious church life. Recall your own felicitations concerning the local
churches,the ministry, and the Lord's recovery.Thesethings should not be discardedlightly.
The sectarian way you are taking can only lead to more division and the loss of much blessing.
Consider the history of those in the past who have rejected the scriptural way to practice the church
life. Not one group that has separateditself from the generalfellowship of the churchesin the Lord's
recovery has prospered. Rather, all have suffered great loss and further division. In 1 Corinthians
3:17 there is a strong warning to those who would mar or damage the church. Footnote 172in The
Recovery Version says, "All those who have corrupted, ruined, defiled, and marred the church of
God by their heretical doctrines, divisive teachings, worldly ways, and natural efforts in building will
suffer God's punishmenl." We pray you would yet turn from your error and be presewed from such
grave loss.
As elders we bear a greatresponsibility before the Lord to shepherdthe flock according to God (Heb.
13:17). We have chosen our course in fear and trembling only after much prayer and seeking before
the Lord. We testify to you that we are enjoying His unspeakablegrace and peace in bearing His
reproachas we go forth to Him outside the camp (Heb. l3:13). Our conscienceis without offence
before the Lord in this matter, and we see the Spirit of glory and of God resting upon those who are
faithful in this matter (1 Pet. 4:14).
Brothers, the hour is late. We appeal to you to have a thorough dealing with the Lord in the light of
His presenceand to tum from your present course. We remain your brothers in Christ and write to

you in love.
Your brothersin Christ,
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cc. The churchesand the saintsin the Lord's recovery

